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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING of the Parish Council held at Halmer End Institute 
on Thursday 18th January 2024 at 7.00pm  
Present: 
 
 

Acting Chair: Rev J Taylor 
Councillors: Mr Philip Cole (PC), Mr Kelvin Chell (KC), Mr Andy Howell (AH), Mr Ron Garlick 
(RG), Mr Brian Billings (BB), Mr Ian Rowley (IR), Mrs Michelle Toft (MT), Mr Stephen Johnson 
(SJ) Mr M Joynson (MJ), Mr Duran Dwyer (DD) 
Clerk – Mrs C Withington (CW) 
 

  

Mr S Taylor from STBH was in attendance and PCSO Forrest.   One Member of public to observe. 
Parish Council Meeting 

1.  To receive apologies – TC, NH, DJ, Cllr Lewis and Cllr Grocott  

2.  To consider approving and signing the Full Council meeting minutes on 21st 
December 2023 RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.  
The minutes were signed. 

 

3.  Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda 
RG Payment schedule. 

 

4.  Public Participation: None.  

5.  Police, Borough and County Council update (if available) 
PCSO Forrest reported the following since last month: 
Criminal damage – 2 
Theft (of a bin) – 1 
Vehicle damage – 5 
Violence/damage – 1 
Suspicious incidents – 2 
ASB - 2  
 
It was noted that there had been a spate of youths riding bikes 3 abreast along 
Nantwich Road during heavy traffic, with no consideration for the dangers or other 
road users.  The same had been seen around the library and Hall Street. There had 
also been some incidents involving bins being pushed over, for sale board knocked 
over and wing mirrors damaged etc at around 5.30am one weekend.    
 
There had also been damage to the fountain at a local funeral directors just before 
Christmas, although this has not been reported.   
 
No Borough or County report. 
 

 

6.  1. To receive a report back from Sir Thomas Boughey Academy students 
(Standing item)  

Apologies were given on behalf of the senior students who were attending a revision 
evening.  Mr Taylor thanked the Parish Council for the grant which would help 
purchase 4 pairs of shoes, 4 skirts, 3 blazers and 3 shirts, 2 trousers and spare 
equipment.  It all helps to make a difference.  Minnie Pit memorial service was held 
on Sunday – 3 school reps spoke at the important event.  Mr Taylor was invited to 
write to Halmer End CIC for request for further school uniform.  Year 10 are at Leddys 
Field for afternoon working next week.  The Chair wished the students well for the 
forthcoming year. 
 
2. Other School Council reps to be invited to the Parish Council meetings – 

Mr T Cork – Deferred to the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next 
agenda 
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7.  Local Plan update – see Cabinet Report 16th January 2024 and Consultation 
appendix  
 
A Cabinet report detailing the consultation outcome and next steps for plan to be 
consulted in the summer is now on the website and the meeting was held yesterday.   
 

 

8.  Neighbourhood Plan update (£5k committed) – awaiting redrafting of policies 
and table of responses from Urban Vision – expected for March meeting 
(redesign of Draft plan to follow post agreement) 
Ongoing, date to be set for the next Steering Group to review the responses. 
 

 

9.  To approve the budget and the precept for next year 2024/25 - see Appendix A  
 
Proposed - Precept increase of 10% (which would equate to an increase of 14p 
per week/£7.17 per year on the precept for a Band D property) total payable 
£78.82 per annum (currently £71.65 per annum)   
 
Summary of Draft Budget 24/25  

1. Staff Costs inc HMRC £36k plus pension £10k (due to national pay award)  
2. Bus shelter project – (Update to be given at the meeting due to funding 

outcome) 
3. Neighbourhood Plan £3k 
4. Community Activity inc Remembrance Day £4k 
5. CCTV maintenance and upgrade £7.2k  
6. Car parks x 2 and Audley Football Club school parking – Church Street £70k 

(reserves £45k and £25k budget), Audley Football Club driveway £10k 
budget and Bignall End £50k (to be delivered £15k in 24/25 budget and £35k 
in 25/26 budget)  

7. Xmas decs – installation £4k, replacements £2k for 2 x dentist trees and new 
if needed £3k  (total £9k) – Note further spend in addition to £3k to be 
discussed in year regarding Bignall End lights not currently budgeted 

8. Bus Subsidy £31.5k  
9. Grant apps £4k 
10. Annual Maintenance Grass Cutting play area - cost at this stage subject to 

quotes for Grass Cutting expected to be significantly higher so increased to 
reflect expected increase 

 
Proposed 24/25 budget is £244k 
Income expected is £214k 
Shortfall to be funded from reserves estimated to leave £44.5k in reserves 
 
RESOLVED to increase the precept by 10% (which would equate to an increase of 
14p per week/£7.17 per year on the precept for a Band D property) total payable 
£78.82 per annum (currently £71.65 per annum) to request a precept totalling 
£207,362. 
RESOLVED to approve the budget as per attached. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10.  To note the outcome of the Bus Shelter bid to Awards for All Lottery (and 
outcome of other enquires for external funding) (no budget allocated) – Clerk 
The outcome of the Award for All lottery funding was that it was rejected due to it 
being considered a statutory function.  The clerk had made several enquiries with 
regards to other external funding sources, but as this is considered either a 
commercial bus route or a statutory function, there was no funding available.    
Next year it was agreed that we will consider polycarbonate insert and perforated 
steel backing. 
 

 

https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/documents/s41760/Covering%20Report%20Local%20Plan.pdf
https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/documents/s41761/Appendix%201%20Consultation%20Report.pdf
https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/documents/s41761/Appendix%201%20Consultation%20Report.pdf
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11.  Planning - To consider any planning applications received, including:- 
1. 24/00001/PLD | Proposed Single Storey Extension to side, with a maximum 

height at Eaves of 3m and 4m at abutment with existing dwelling. 150mm 
being left between extension and existing conservatory. | Limbrick Farm 
Limbrick Road Newcastle Under Lyme Staffordshire ST7 8DX – Green 
Belt/Delegated RESOLVED to support. 

2. 23/00566/FUL | Removal and replacements of all three rotten front elevation 
windows and Front door / frame with new hard wood windows and doors. | 4 
Wilbrahams Walk Newcastle Under Lyme Staffordshire ST7 8HL Village 
Env, Conservation area, Delegated RESOLVED to support. 

3. Replacement of timber windows 42 Wilbrahams Walk Newcastle Under 
Lyme Staffordshire ST7 8HL Ref. No: 23/00990/FUL – Conservation 
area/Delegated Authority RESOLVED to support.  Noted the porch has nice 
stain glass windows which should be preserved. 

4. Application for approval of full and precise details of the design 
measures to be incorporated into the construction of the development 
as required by condition 11 of planning permission reference 
22/01042/FUL - Replacement Dwelling  See other applications for 
discharge of conditions 03, 04, 05, 06 The Bungalow Carr Lane Newcastle 
Under Lyme Staffordshire ST7 8DP Ref. No: 22/01042/CN05 – Green 
Belt/Delegated Authority  RESOLVED to note. 

5. x1 one tree is a small diameter sycamore tree with some small bushes 
at the base. Audley Health Centre Church Street Audley Newcastle Under 
Lyme Staffordshire ST7 8DE Ref. No: 23/00976/TCA (Conservation area, 
Delegated, Village Env) RESOLVED to support. 
 

 

12.  Update on the proposed relocation of a pit tub to Audley and further 
consideration (£500 unadopted land/planters budget remaining) 
The Clerk had confirmed with Alderman Mrs Beech that this pit tub had been put 
there after relocating it from Audley Community Centre following being damaged and 
vandalised, using funds raised by the Campaign against Great Oak Opencast 
(CAGOO) campaign.  They would not wish to see it removed however it is now 
starting to look like it needs TLC.  Mr Hough did the work originally and has been 
asked to take a look.   The Clerk has asked the group if there are any funds remaining 
to look after the pit tub and area and a response is awaited.  
Clerk to speak to CAGOO regarding KMF being asked to refurbish it. 
 
It was also noted that there is a pit tub by The Plough which needs to be made more 
prominent with bushes removed to open the area up.  MT currently looks after the 
tub and will look at what work can be done.   
 
Gamekeepers Cottage have 2 tubs located on site which may not be required.  RG 
to ask about 2 tubs and to speak to Heritage Centre to see if they have any available.  
RG to report back for future meeting.  MJ to speak to Gareth at KMF. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
MT 
 
 
RG 
MJ  
Next 
agenda 

13.  To consider Grant applications (£2000 remaining (T2)/£300 per application, 
constituted parish groups  
To consider a grant from Audley Parish Angling Club for parish children (in greatest 
need) to receive school uniform at Sir Thomas Boughey School £300– see attached 
Appendix B1 RESOLVED to approve. 
To consider a grant application from Audley Cricket Club towards nets - £300 - see 
attached Appendix B2 RESOLVED to support. 
 
Wood Lane Cricket Club – next agenda. 
 
 

 

https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6MOLCBMLV100&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6MOLCBMLV100&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6MOLCBMLV100&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6MOLCBMLV100&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RXBQUVBMJSN00
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RXBQUVBMJSN00
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RXBQUVBMJSN00
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S62UQ7BMLSB00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6OY91BM06500&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6OY91BM06500&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6OY91BM06500&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S6OY91BM06500&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S5WR8VBMLQ300&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=S5WR8VBMLQ300&activeTab=summary
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14.  Playing Fields/Wildlife Areas/Car park/Assets inc: 
1. To note Play Area Monthly Inspection for Jan (Appendix C) and approval of any 

action required or taken under Delegated Authority – To note action taken as per 
report RESOLVED to note the report and also the action taken to resolve the 
issues on the report. 

2. Leddys Field Support Group – Feedback – Mr I Rowley 
Public info boards base has been fitted, boards to be installed.  Final cut has been 
completed on the meadows.  IR has planted daffodils and along Nantwich Road.  
Next year a calendar is being put together to raise funds and the community is being 
asked to send in photos each month.   The Rotary Club have approached the group 
to plant Purple for Polio crocus’s each time they fund vaccinations for next year.  MJ 
was thanked for the cement for the bases. 
3. To note the annual ROSPA inspection of the Play equipment and consider a 

quote for low risk items if available – see Appendix C1 – The annual inspection 
had been circulated previously.  All items were considered low risk however there 
were a few which were considered to need attention before the next meeting so 
these had been instructed.  Mr Hough has been asked to provide a quote for the 
remaining low risk items – quote to come to the next meeting.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next 
agenda 

15.  Halmer End Allotments – To consider a quote to tidy up a bush by the entrance 
gate and rubbish (budget remaining £200) – A quote for £160 had been received.  
To remove and dispose of all rubbish and self setting trees , bushes from the 
entrance to Halmer End allotment’s and return in April to weed spray the area, to 
include disposal of all waste (wood, rubble, small trees and bushes and metal).  
RESOLVED to approve the work as per quote. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16.  Nantwich Road bench rededicated and quote for refurbishment (if available) – 
(£200 uncommitted budget) 
A quote had been requested to sand down and revarnish the bench near to Park 
Lane.  Noted there are 3 benches all which are in the same state, £100 for labour 
per bench plus materials.  Query to see if the contractor will reduce the cost and how 
many hours it would take.  It was also suggested that the school could be asked to 
look at future project.  Approval for plaque to be installed in the good weather.   

 
 
 
 
Next 
agenda 
Clerk 

17.  Consideration of future nominations for BEM, MBE etc Honours  - Mr M 
Joynson 
Noted that Mr Proctor has now received his BEM award following the application 
being made couple of years ago. 
 
Consideration to other nominations to be brought back to this meeting.  All to send 
to the Clerk if they have any suggestions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 

18.  GDPR (standing item)  
Data breaches/Subject Access requests/Information Security – reminder of 
responsibilities – Noted.  

 

19.  Car parks : 
1. Car Park Audley Methodist Church (est £70k) - £45k this year plus £25k next) 

lease progression update and heads of terms for draft Lease – Update has been 
requested from the Solicitor dealing.  The topographical survey has taken place.  
The architect has asked if we wish to proceed to the design stage at risk at a cost 
of £600 in addition to the topographical survey.  RESOLVED to continue.  

2. Bignall End Road lease progression (£15k next year) – update on advert and 
further instructions – There has been no update as yet as we are still awaiting 
information from the Borough Council’s recently appointed solicitor.   

3. Audley Football Club driveway (car park for school children) £10k next year– 
update  - Noted that the Football Club’s preference for the contractor.  This was 
also due to their funds to top up the contribution.  RESOLVED to agree the 
appointment subject to receiving a guarantee for the work in writing, RAMS and 
programme being received.  Clerk to speak to the Football Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 



24/5  
………………………………………………………Signed ………………………..Dated 

5 

 

20.  Audley Bowling Club (Budget £2,5k committed) 
To receive the annual building inspection of the Audley Bowling Club building and 
consider any future works as required - see Appendix D – Noted that key findings 
included that the moisture readings from the ceilings within the two WC’s suggests 
that penetrating damp is occurring. Further investigation will be required to establish 
the location of this penetrating damp and to undertake repairs as necessary. 
 
The blown double-glazing unit to the opener on the East elevation would benefit from 
being replaced. Continue to ensure that guttering is cleared on an annual basis in 
order to prevent blockages.  Clerk to speak to the Bowling Club and also to obtain a 
quote for new window. Clerk to ask Graham Machin windows for a quote.   
 
Lease of the Bowling Club – update (if available) – see Appendix D1 – To be 
received at end of January.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

21.  Standing item – CCTV /Police - To note any requests for footage from Police – 
None so far    

 

22.  Correspondence and circulars -To review other items received not listed for next 
agenda – Nothing. 
 

 

23.  Clerks Update – see Appendix E 
Aspire have been contacted regarding the van and are dealing with it. 
Landowner is looking into drainage on the field to stop excess run off down Bignall 
Hill.   

 

24.  To consider a local contractor’s policy – Mr C Cooper – Deferred to next 
agenda. 

Next 
agenda 

25.  Councillor Reports (for information only/further actions and decisions must be 
included on next agenda)  
BB Podmore Lane potholes on pass to Borough Council to see if they will take action. 
AH, KC, TC, CW attended re Cllr Lewis and Cllr Crisp – meeting re Marions Platts 
Way.  Also area has been harvested trees by lines and storage reported to the 
Borough for action.  Noted Delph Lane issue which has been narrowed over the years 
due to encroachment – NH reporting to County Councillor.  Flooding on lines in 2 
areas in particular will be looked at by the Borough Councillors to see if funding is 
available in addition to an area already completed near the school.  Borough 
Councillors will look at what can be done to the 2 areas that are further along.   
DD – Clerk to put in touch with AMGT re metal detecting.      

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  

26.  To approve payments/orders, receipts and transfers including noting 
payments made by delegated authority  - Appendix F 
RESOLVED to approve the payments as per attached.  
Budget update and bank reconciliation statement – Appendix F1 and F2 
Chair signed the bank reconciliation statement at the meeting after validating the 
bank balances.   The budget update was noted.  
 

 
 
Clerk 

27.  TO RESOLVE UNDER THE 1960 PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS 
ACT) TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE OF THE MEETING TO BE DISCUSSED:   
To consider and agree the arrangement for the renewal of the Annual 
Maintenance Contract and Grass Cutting for next year expires in March 2024 – 
Quotes to be circulated – Appendix G1 
RESOLVED to approve the contract with Mr Hough for a year for the routine annual 
maintenance jobs up to a total cost of £10k.   
Noted that the grass cutting quotes will be brought to the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
Next 
agenda 
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Approved Payments schedule – January 2024 

Bacs Ref Payee Description Amount £ 

326 Parish Clerk/RFO Xmas lights for tree Berrys 6.00 

327 Potteries Waste Road plainings supplied to site at Audley 36.00 

328 N&J Tree Services Ltd 2 trees Nantwich Road replacements 1,026.00 

329 MISP Ltd  via C 
Withington Reimburse 

Marine Spray varnish Bus Shelter boards 14.70 

330 EE EE Mobile costs Office Phone 50.83 

331 EE EE mobile costs SIM cards Village CCTV 57.66 

332 Minnie Pit Centenary 
Group 

Minnie Pit Centenary Group on behalf of STBH 
Grant Application School Uniform 

300.00 

333 Parish Clerk/RFO Staff Salary 2,911.28 

334 Parish Clerk/RFO Mileage  

335 Parish Clerk/RFO Standard office expenses 95.00 

336 SCC Pensions SCC Pension Costs 1,209.25 

337 HMRC HMRC Tax and NI 1,321.81 

338 Zoom via Clare 
Withington 

Zoom monthly subs 15.59 

339 Ionos via C Withington NPlan website Monthly sub 9.60 

340 EE EE Mobile costs Office Phone 49.42 

341 O2 O2 mobile costs Halmer End CCTV 40.72 

342 EE EE mobile costs SIM cards Village CCTV 57.66 

343 Brookside Pet Foods Materials  

344 Steve Hough AM contract 260.00 

345 Steve Hough Xmas lights up Bignall End x 2 ON 203 160.00 

346 Steve Hough trees to Church Xmas fest x 2 ON 202 30.00 

347 Steve Hough ON 87 Bin empty Queen Street 4th Dec, 18th Dec 
and 3rd Jan 

60.00 

348 Steve Hough ON 194 Repairs to Rileys MUGA fence 30.00 

349 Steve Hough ON 201 Rileys MUGA leaves removal and no dog 
signs x 2 

90.00 

350 Steve Hough ON 203 Play area jobs 227.20 

351 Steve Hough ON 202 Shed removal Halmer End Allots 190.00 

352 Steve Hough ON 183 brambles and weeds Halmer End Car 
park 

40.00 

353 Steve Hough ON 200 Halmer End Metho church memorial 
garden - removal of branches around lights 

60.00 

354 Steve Hough ON 204 Car park closure signs Audley Meth 
church church street 

50.00 

355 Steve Hough ON 186 Sprayed marine varnish art work Bignall 
End Plough bus shelter 

20.00 

356 Steve Hough AM Inspections play area and car parks 177.00 

357 Parish Clerk/RFO CW Reimbursement Stamps Allotment rent letters 15.00 

358 Potteries Waste Skip Halmer End allotments 288.00 

359 Potteries Waste Banner for Car park closure Audley Meth Church 60.00 

360 Geomatic Surveys 
Limited 

Site Survey Topo Audley Meth Church 480.00 

361 Applause Partnership 
Ltd 

Website domain and hosting for the year 2023 60.00 

362 Parish Clerk/RFO Land reg cost for land search ownership on 
Mineral Line 

3.00 

  Total 9,501.72 
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Bank Reconciliation Statement 
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Approved Draft Budget 2024/25 
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Total Budget (Payments) - £243,640 
 
Total Income (Receipts) - £213,859 
 
 


