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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING of the Parish Council held at Audley Pensioners Hall 
on Thursday 18th April 2024 at 7.00pm  
Present: 
 
 

Chair: Mr Nick Hayes (NH) 
Councillors:  Mr Philip Cole (PC), Mr Andy Howell (AH), Mr Brian Billings (BB), Mr Ian Rowley 
(IR), Mrs Michelle Toft (MT), Mr C Cooper (CC), Mr Mike Joynson (MJ), Duran Dwyer (DD),  
Mr Stephen Johnson (SJ), Mr Tom Cork (TC), Mr Kelvin Chell (KC) Mr Ron Garlick (RG) 
 
Clerk – Mrs C Withington (CW) 
 

Parish Council Meeting 
 

1.  To receive apologies - Rev Taylor and Mr Jervis  

2.  To consider approving the minutes of the Allotment Cttee meeting and Full 
Council meeting on 21st March 2024  
RESOLVED to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record.  The minutes were 
signed at the meeting by the Chair.   

 

3.  Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda 
None 

 

4.  Public Participation: None    

5.  Police, Borough and County Council update (if available) 
Update to be included in minutes if received. 

 

6.  To receive a report back from Sir Thomas Boughey Academy students (Standing 
item)  
Mr Taylor noted that over easter students had been working at Leddys and were also 
taking part in the monthly photo competition. 
 
Mr Taylor stated that in May there will be a run organised to raise help end bed poverty 
which will see teachers run the distance between the schools of the Winsford Academy 
Trust (80k).  They are looking to raise £20k to help the 1 million kids who don’t get to 
sleep in a proper bed.  There will also be a colour run held on Friday 10th May for pupils 
to run laps around the school.  The aim is to raise £2-3k.  A grant application will be 
made for £300 to help towards colour bomb cannons.   
On Sat 11th May at 12pm until 1.30pm the runners will arrive at STBH so everyone is 
invited to cheer on the runners with a street party and kids bringing donations coffee 
and cakes.  Clerk to send Mr Taylor a email regarding the grant application process. 
 
 
Other School Council reps to be invited to the Parish Council meetings – Mr T 
Cork 
TC reported that he had attended an assembly at Ravensmead and after speaking with 
Mrs Goodall it was suggested that we invite the 3 primary schools to also attend future 
Parish Council meetings.  It was agreed to look at holding a special meeting with the 4 
schools prior to a Parish Council meeting on a regular basis.  Clerk to contact the other 
heads and ask if they want to be involved. 
 
To consider a further bus shelter art project – High Street Halmer End in between 
2 car parks 
The Clerk reported that this is awaiting a structural survey from NBC re condition and 
suitability.  It was suggested that we allocate a budget for future projects of this sort.  
Clerk to contact Duncan Richardson for a quote and other digital printers.  Quotes to 
be obtained for the next meeting.  This is subject to the local artist being available again.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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7.  Neighbourhood Plan update (Budget £3k allocated for 24/35 – reserves to be 
considered) 
1. Meeting with Protect Audley Parish Greenbelt group for Thurs 4th April – 

outcome  
The meeting covered a number of things which where possible will be taken into 
consideration.  It is expected that the Draft Plan will be brought back to the May Parish 
Council subject to all things being completed in time.   Clerk to circulate the notes of 
the meeting once confirmed. 
2. To consider commissioning a Wildlife Report from Staffs Wildlife Trust to map 

out important wildlife areas for protection and recommendations, to sit 
alongside the Neighbourhood Plan and also comment upon future planning 
applications/Local Plan response – at a cost of £3375 net  

Noted that the budget for the grass cutting had been set at £25k,pending tenders but 
required £12k.  It was agreed that £3.5k would be transferred to the Neighbourhood 
Plan to complete the SWT wildlife trust report. The other £9.5k would be unallocated at 
this stage.  The Clerk noted that this will not provide a wildlife survey of the species 
found at various sites (as that is a much more detailed piece of work per site) but will 
provide an overview of the Parish.    It would help to look at the protection for certain 
species and make recommendations.   
RESOLVED to approve the commission of the wildlife report. 
CC noted that Staffs Moorland DC have dedicated that by 2030 at least 30% of the 
land will be for the protection of wildlife.   
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8.  Local Plan update– Cabinet expected to consider Reg 19 in June 2024 prior to 
consultation – Noted. 

 

9.  To review : 
1. Financial regulations Appendix A1 – RESOLVED to approve. 
2. Revised Model Standing Orders- Appendix A2 RESOLVED to approve. 
3. To review the Asset Register Appendix A3 RESOLVED to approve.  It was noted 

that Queen street play equipment will be added to ensure its sufficiently insured for 
damage. 

4. Financial Risk Assessment/Internal Controls –Appendix A4 – RESOLVED to 
approve. 

Bi-annual inspection of the seats – Clerk to send out a list of seats and shelters to the 
Parish Councillor. 
Bowling Club has annual inspection – Noted.  
Part in progress – NH and MT have access, RG, DJ, CC still to sort 
PC has access to Accounts package for spot checks against invoices, sequencing of 
numbers and against payment schedules and bank statements. 
New printer as older than 5 years old – Clerk to get the item PAT tested by an 
electrician.    
5. To review Policies – H&S, Media, Equal Opportunities, Complaints – May meeting 

 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
ALL 
 
RG DJ CC 
PC 
 
Clerk 
 
Next 
agenda 

10.  Planning - To consider any planning applications received, including:- 
1. Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the Proposed use of 

a Single Storey Side Extension 8 Hill Crescent Stoke-On-Trent Staffordshire 
ST7 8BG Ref. No: 24/00235/PLD Village Env/Delegated RESOLVED to 
support. 

2. Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the Proposed use of 
a loft conversion and alterations 118 Wereton Road Audley Stoke-On-Trent 
Staffordshire ST7 8HE Ref. No: 24/00226/PLD Village env/Delegated 
RESOLVED to support. 

3. Replacement and enlargement of cattle housing Waste Farm High Street 
Alsagers Bank Stoke-On-Trent Staffordshire ST7 8BP Ref. No: 
24/00222/FUL | Validated: Thu 28 Mar 2024 Green Belt/Delegated TBC 
RESOLVED to support. 

 

https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAY5SEBMMWK00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAY5SEBMMWK00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAW5N7BMMVK00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAW5N7BMMVK00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SARAL4BMMV400&activeTab=summary
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4. Extension of existing dropped kerb to provide access for a driveway 
extension to the front of the property. 18 Wood View Wood Lane Stoke-On-
Trent Staffordshire ST7 8QU Ref. No: 24/00220/FUL Village Env /Delegated 
RESOLVED to support. 

5. Demolition of existing kitchen, rebuild new kitchen, office, utility and 
bathroom Belmont Scot Hay Road Scot Hay Stoke-On-Trent Staffordshire 
ST7 8BW Ref. No: 24/00215/FUL Village Env /Delegated RESOLVED to 
support. 

11.  Audit of Accounts for year ending March 2024 – to be approved May 2024 
1. To approve the bank reconciliation statement to 31st March 24, Draft Annual Return, 

variances and the Statement of Accounts (unaudited) for year ending March 2024– 
Appendix B RESOLVED to approve in principle.  Bank checks were made by Chair 
to confirm the opening and closing balances are correct.  

2. To note the accounts are with the Internal Auditor prior to External Audit – Noted. 
3. To review the reserves policy – next meeting  
 

 
 
 
Next 
agenda 
 
Next 
agenda 

12.  Car parks : 
1. Car Park Audley Methodist Church (est £70k) - £45k reserves plus £25k 24/25) – 

update – Meeting to be held with Architect on site next Weds potentially with DJ, 
RG and CW.   Lease and licence is progressing well.  

2. Bignall End Road lease progression (£15k 24/25) – ongoing.  Request made to seek 
to purchase it with the Borough Councillors and officer, response awaited.  

 

 
 
DJ Clerk 
RG 
 
Clerk 

13.  To consider Grant applications (£2000 remaining (T1)/£300 per application, 
constituted parish groups – App C 

• Audley Rotary Club – Football kit for new girls football team £300 – application 
not yet received – App C 

• Wood Lane Cricket Club – RESOLVED to support for kitchen appliances £300. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

14.  Request from Audley Millenium Green Trust for £1000 donation (£1000 budgeted) 
– request to be circulated when received – Letter awaiting to be considered when 
received. 
 

 

15.  To further consider the request for a memorial bench in Albert Street play area -
donation of £650 donation by Parishioner (total cost in region of £1300) – Michelle 
Toft (Budget for seats, bus shelters and notice boards £4000) 
RESOLVED that memorial benches are to be funded by the families due to be fair to 
all future requests.  

 

16.  Playing Fields/Wildlife Areas/Car park/Assets inc: 
1. To note Play Area Monthly Inspection for April (Appendix D) and approval of any 

action required or taken under Delegated Authority : Glass at Queen Street ,  Noted 
the report.  It was also agreed that Wood Lane Cricket Club could use Rileys Field 
for practice nights for the juniors while they resolve the net issue, this will be at their 
responsibility including any damage caused to any neighbours property by stray 
balls.   

2. Leddys Field update and update re new ponds – Mr I Rowley 
The work to replace the steps from Hall Street has continued. The group have had 
3 successful funding raising activities to fund the grass cutting which is now 
ongoing. 

3. To approve an extension to the grass cutting contract to include Queen Street at a 
cost of £155 per cut to include the strimming, and to accept the donation from CARA 
of their remaining funds (total to be confirmed) – RESOLVED to appoint Buxus 
Green to carry out the grass cutting.   

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

17.  Audley Bowling Club (Budget £2,5k committed) 
Quotes for repointing Appendix E1 – Not yet available.   
Draft Lease of the Bowling Club (£2k estimated legal fees) – not yet available  

 
Next 
meeting 

https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAQLL0BMMUO00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SAQLL0BMMUO00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SANCWIBMMTX00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SANCWIBMMTX00&activeTab=summary
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18.  Highways issues: 
1. Bignall Hill – flooding (Standing item) – site meeting requested no response 

received as yet – Cllr Wilkes is taking this forward with Rob Steele, SCC 
Highways and will report back.  The sources of water are thought to be in Bignall 
End Road, Diglake and from Megacre in Wood Lane.   
 

2. Miles Green – outcome from Highways re further study of double yellow lines – 
see Appendix F1 The advice from David Greatbach was considered in full.  It 
was noted that the technical review undertaken by our Design Team (Amey) 
could cost an estimated £500-£750 subject to quote. This technical review 
would consider what is an appropriate measure for parking restriction at the 
junction.  There was some concern due to the mixed level of support and 
objections to the issue of adding some form of restriction.  It was noted that any 
scheme considered appropriate would potentially be more onerous than that 
which you consulted on, which may likely increase the objections rather than 
the support.  It was also suggested that speed data could be collected for the 
site at a cost of £300 (to be confirmed). Discussion took place and it was noted 
that coaches are unable to turn in due to cars parked around the junction.  
However in view of the advice from Highways and the lack of support for any 
action ,it was RESOLVED not to pursue this at this time. 

 
3. Request to extend the Parish Council car park dropped kerb at Halmer End High 

Street (no cost yet known and feedback awaited from Highways re feasibility) – 
Awaiting further info back from Highway.  Clerk to obtain quotes and bring back 
to a future meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19.  Cinder Lane footpath issues – Mr A Howell 
AH reported the issues experienced with 2 gates across the width of the path, only one 
has a style.  The Parish Council believed they also had rights over the land to access 
the playing fields.   
AH to send over the notes regarding the official width and Clerk to send to ROW officer 
to follow this up. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

20. A
H  

Contaminated land near Hullocks Pool Road and associated issues (photos to be 
circulated)  – Mr K Chell  
KC reported that the floodwater is very bad and he was asked to witness it at worst time 
of year.  KC has so, as private case is being pursued. 
Wastewater is now leeching off the site and there is concern it will be entering and 
contaminating the watercourse.  Clerk to seek clarification on the remediation from 
officers re the site and follow up with the relevant agencies.   

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

21.  Standing item – CCTV /Police - To note any requests for footage from Police – One 
received for April so far  
Note Parking fines issued for Zig Zags and Zebra Crossing illegal parking - update on 
numbers requested from PCSO Wright.  Clerk to get bigger signs.   
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

22.  Correspondence and circulars -To review other items received not listed for next 
agenda - None.   
 

 

23.  Clerks Update – see Appendix G 
To finalise the Parish awards nominations for Annual Meeting in May  
 
Young persons award – Clerk to ask the 4 schools to nominate individuals and to 
circulate the suggested nominations to the councillors if there is more than one.   
 
Consider moving the website address to a .gov.uk domain (quote to be obtained) 
and to note issues with current website – Quote to be obtained for next meeting 
Chase up the cost for this to be carried out. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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24.  GDPR (standing item)  
Data breaches/Subject Access requests/Information Security – reminder of 
responsibilities RESOLVED to note. 

 

25.  To consider purchasing the official 80th D-Day Commemoration Flag for display 
in the Parish (potentially the Church?)  for the 6th June 2024 RESOLVED to 
purchase a flag.  Consider a flag pole for the future.   

 
Clerk 

26.  Councillor Reports (for information only/further actions and decisions must be 
included on next agenda)  
TC stated that the new goal posts x 2 needed to be moved for refurb and a flatbed truck 
would be needed.  RG offered to transport them to Loomer Road from Audley FC.  
Land off Ravens Lane - a property has received a letter to say that they must give back 
the land to SCC as they have encroached on SCC’s land.  TC to suggest that with their 
permission we can write to Aaron Bell MP to ask for support for parishioner.  TC to 
contact them to seek permission to pass the details on to the Clerk.   
KC – Suggested there may be some flagpoles available and will speak to Fire service.  
RG - NBC – trip rail – knocked down at Bignall End Road play area.  
CC – Asked to speak to the chair regarding allotments 
 

 
 
Clerk/RG 
 
 
 
TC/Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
CC NH 

27.  Finance 
1. To approve payments/orders, receipts and transfers including noting payments 

made by delegated authority - Appendix H1 RESOLVED to approve as attached.   
 

2. To consider the top up to the Door to Door Community Transport service (£500) (77 
journeys last year) RESOLVED to support. 

 
3. To approve the bank reconciliation statement (Appendix H2) and Budget 

update/Variance update (Appendix H3) RESOLVED to approve. The Chair 
confirmed the bank reconciliation matched the opening and closing bank balances 
with the statements. 

 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Approved Payments schedule – April 2024 
 

No Payee Details Amount £ 

1 Parish Clerk/RFO Staff Salary 2,089.70 

2 Parish Clerk/RFO Mileage 0.00 

3 Parish Clerk/RFO Standard office expenses 95.00 

4 SCC Pensions SCC Pension Costs 818.01 

5 HMRC HMRC Tax and NI 731.24 

6 Zoom via Clare 
Withington 

Zoom monthly subs 15.59 

7 Ionos via C Withington NPlan website Monthly sub 9.60 

8 EE EE Mobile costs Office Phone 49.42 

9 EE EE mobile costs SIM cards Village CCTV 57.66 

10 O2 O2 mobile costs Halmer End CCTV 40.72 

11 Staffordshire County 
Council - Bus Account 
D&G 

Bus subsidy 36,537.94 

12 Audley Allotments 
Association 

Fencing contribution as agreed Allt Cttee 52.15 

13 Steve Hough Locks on all play areas and fields updated for new 
contractor 

60.00 

14 WM Riley & Sons c/o 
Brookside Pet Foods 

parking signs jubilee clips 28.20 

15 Steve Hough ON 122 aco drain Alsager Road clean out 20.00 

16 Steve Hough ON 87 Bin empty queen street 11th March and 
25th March 

40.00 

17 Steve Hough ON 85 aco drain Butchers Arms car park clean 
out 

40.00 

18 Steve Hough Annual Maintenance Bin Leddys Mar - 11, 18, 26, 
2nd April and Inspection reports inc car parks 

257.00 

19 Buxus Green Playing field maintenance Grass Cutting contract  
(15 cuts a year) April to Oct 

1,045.41 

20 Graham Machin 
Windows 

Windows x 2 Audley Bowling Club replacement 
glass 

222.00 

  Total  £42,209.64 
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Bank Reconciliation Statement (opening and closing balances checked by the Chair 
at the meeting and unpresented chqs/payments etc) 
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Draft End of Year 2024 Accounts 
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2022-23 (£)  INCOME 2023-24 (£) Difference

£ £

167,603.00 Precept 186,720.00 -19117.00

4,397.00 Council Tax Support grant (NBC) 4,397.00 0.00

43.69 Central networks. Wayleaves 43.69 0.00

554.15 Donation towards memorial bench 0.00 554.15

1,000.00 Grant/Donation towards highways projects 1,000.00 0.00

8,480.00 Neighbourhood Plan Grant 0.00 8480.00

164.91 Lloyds TSB. Interest 1,739.08 -1574.17

129.23 Natwest Interest 396.52 -267.29

1,199.00 Allotment rent 1,268.00 -69.00

0.00 Insurance Claim 468.60 -468.60

0.00 Legal Case 5,930.79 -5930.79

0.00 Hardingswood account closure (income) 250.24 -250.24

97.01 Miscellenous - refunds etc 0.00 97.01

183,667.99      NET Income Total 202,213.92      -18545.93

20311.42 HMRC Vat refund 1,264.94 19046.48

1264.94 Debtors C/F (Outstanding VAT reclaim) 11831.55 -10566.61

2022-23 (£) EXPENDITURE 2023-24 (£) Difference 

40979.96 ADMIN. Staff costs inc HMRC 44431.08 3451.12

1200.00 Chair allowance (less Tax) 1200.00 0.00

10716.19 8761.37 -1954.82

Playing Fields 0.00

22980.56 Routine (maintenance) 17988.32 -4992.24

2551.90 New Equipment 712.60 -1839.30

3649.60 Seats and bus shelter, Notice boards, Grit bins 1312.25 -2337.35

26326.19 Bus Subsidy 32626.26 6300.07

360.00 Footpaths 536.54 176.54

921.49 Bowling Greens 3253.12 2331.63

6428.00 Leddys Field, Bluebell Woods,Margarets Garden 11201.17 4773.17

64888.40 33949.61 -30938.79

3194.99 Miscellaneous 2720.47 -474.52

1960.00 1807.47 -152.53

986.16 0.00 -986.16

248.83 913.00 664.17

2470.00 Highways Speed Indicator devices and projects 1490.00 -980.00

18925.36 Neighbourhood Plan Grant and Funding 9295.00 -9630.36

16777.87 Special Projects 27616.45 10838.58

500.00 0.00 -500.00

0.00 288.00 288.00

6234.59 11010.85 4776.26

3786.58 4635.27 848.69

8669.08 8669.08

5506.70 3013.25 -2493.45

750.00 0.00 -750.00

843.00 Allotments 1097.75 254.75

4620.56 Donations and Section 137 4297.57 -322.99

Hardingswood account closure (donations out) 246.67 246.67

1800.00 Grants programme 3200.16 1400.16

0.00 Capital Expenditure 0.00 0.00

-9861.00 Creditors B/F from 21/22 0.00 9861.00

0.00 6936 Neighbourhood Plan Survey 0.00 0.00

0.00 300 Grant (PAMS) 0.00 0.00

0.00 2625 Neighbourhood Plan Consulant fees 0.00 0.00

3207.76 Creditors C/F to 23/24 Restated -3207.80 -6415.56

222,980.83      NET Expenditure Total 202,728.59      -20252.24

21,410.93        VAT 11,831.55        -9579.38

244,391.76      214,560.14      

£ GENERAL FUND £

133,380.83      Restated Balance (Net I&E) at 1 April 2023 94,067.99        

183,667.99      Total income 202,213.92      

222,980.83      Less Total Expenditure 202,728.59      

94,067.99        Net I&E Balance at 31 March 2024 93,553.32        

Comm Transport

Gross Expenditure Total (inc VAT)

Main of other misc 

assets eg car 

parks/unadopted land

Legal Case

Bus stop project

Xmas Dec

Coronation/Bunting

CCTV (main)

CCTV install Queen 

Street

AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 (UNAUDITED)

Office costs/ other (Training, Audit, 

Subs, Expenses, Insurance, Stationery, 

Legal, Room hire)

Pit tubs, Planters, 

Halmer End 

Memorial, Alsager 

Road (triangle), 

siding of paths, 

Podmore, Jubilee 

WWII Trees 

(Hougherwall)

Car parks Butchers Arms and Bignall End Road  - 

main and fees


