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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING of the Parish Council held at Audley

Pensioners Hall, Church Street on Thursday 19" December 2024 at 7pm

Present:
Chair: Mr N Hayes (NH)
Councillors: Mr Philip Cole (PC), Mr Andy Howell (AH), Mrs Michelle Toft (MT), Mr Kelvin
Chell (KC), Mr Brian Billing (BB), Mr Ron Garlick (RG), Mr Duran O’Dwyer (DD), Rev J Taylor
Also present - Mr Taylor, 2 students, PC Moore, Sgt Boyle, Clir D Grocott, Cllr J Edington
Clerk — Mrs C Withington (CW)

Parish Council Meeting

To receive apologies — Mr Tom Cork (TC), Mr Stephen Johnson (SJ), Mr lan Rowley (IR),
Mr Deane Jervis (DJ), Mr Mike Joynson (MJ)

To consider approving and signing the Full Council meeting minutes on 21
November 2024

RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record. The minutes were
signed at the meeting.

Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda

(Note member should notify Monitoring officer within 28 days if not already. They should
not act or take decisions in order to gain financial or other material benefits for
themselves, their family, or their friends. They must declare and resolve any interests and
relationships) To note dispensation granted for Parish Councillor Chris Cooper,
Michelle Toft and Stephen Johnson, lan Rowley (Audley Allotment Tenants)

RG - Payment schedule

MT - Allotment rent

Public Participation: None.

Police, Borough and County Council update (if available)

PC Moore and Sgt Boyle attended the meeting. PC Moore provided an update on the
attached Police report. A total of 88 reported incidents with 30-40 domestic incidents. No
ASB was reported, so people need to report these issues.

PC Moore stated that there has been an increase in fly tipping around Great Oaks Farm
and Bonnie Bray. It was also confirmed that CCTV images can be used to prosecute
dangerous parking.

There have been incidences of rogue traders approaching vulnerable residents, so all to
circulate information to warn people to seek alternative quotes from local tradesman. ALL

A problem property in Wereton Road is no longer an issue but is being monitored.
The damaged car is to be removed at Ryehills. All to encourage ASB to be reported.

PCC meeting to be held on 22" Jan with the Parish Council.

A potential Community Safety Day is to be arranged for Saturday 11" Jan at Library -
10am to 1pm — PCSO Wright is dealing with this.

Quads are using Rileys Field to access the site — this is being followed up.

ClIr Grocott stated CliIr Lewis has bulbs for planting.

ClIr Grocott noted that a decision has been taken to stop the Council Tax support grant for
Parish Councils. Streetscene are struggling with the recent storms so there is a backlog,
due to high volume and weather damage.

There have been reports of flooding at Alsagers Bank.

Mr Jogee will be holding an MP surgery in Audley.

RG asked for assistance with the drainage concerns at Bignall Hill which creates a fountain. | DG/RL
KC reported that at New Road the church wall is deteriorating, and it is unclear who is
responsible. KC to send the email to ClIr Lewis and copy to Clir Grocott. KC
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DG asked ClIr Grocott to look at Ibstocks as the lorries are blocking the road.
AH reported that there is a large transit and trailer on the grass verge at Bridge Close and
asked ClIr Grocott to speak to the Borough Council.

DG/RL
DG/RL

To receive a report back from Sir Thomas Boughey Academy students (Standing
item)

The awards evening was a success, a former pupil who has travelled the world attended
to give a motivational speech. The Parish Council was thanked for award. The Salvation
Army appeal was very successful and the school is also promoting the SCC longest night
campaign. Under 13s have been playing cricket and doing very well.

Art students have visited the Wedgwood museum. The students have planted approx 500
daff bulbs for Minnie Pit Memorial. They will be at Leddys and Halmer End Stute after
Xmas. The music showcase is on 12" Dec and the school received a £200 donation for
costumes. Bake off and sports. The outside lights are being dealt with. There have been
2 artwork sessions with Mez and a further one planned after Xmas.

Neighbourhood Plan update (Budget £3k allocated for 24/35 — reserves to be
considered)

Update regarding Examination (if further info available) — Nothing further to update as
yet the consultation ended on Monday 16" Dec. Mr Slater was appointed as the examiner.

To discuss the precept increase for 25/16 — proposed 10% increase (Band D
currently £78.82 per year to £86.70 per year)
To note the removal of the Council Tax Support Grant funding £4.3k from the
Borough Council To further discuss the budget for next year 2025/26 - see Appendix
A - Draft budget to be circulated
1. Neighbourhood Plan £5k - this may not be required pending
examination/modifications
2. Remembrance Day £4k (note poppies to be increased next year by 100)
CCTV maintenance and upgrade £10k — part could be funded through PCC funding
to be confirmed.

4. Car park x 2 — Church £70k (reserves carried forward) and Bignall End Road £50k
— Note these are unknown cost until it has been tendered.

5. Xmas decs — replacements and new £10k

6. Bus Subsidy £35k — SCC costs confirmation 2.5% increase.

7. Grant apps - £4k

8. Annual Maintenance Contract approx £18k

9. Miles Green/Heathcote Road/Station Road - traffic survey if required to be

discussed but likely to be on hold - £1k
10. Bus shelter replacement/refurbishment — no budget allocated for replacement only
maintenance £4k
11. Audley Millenium Green — An additional £5k has been added so total of £7k
12. Registering of land - £2k per site allocated (one per year)
Total Expected Income: £229,167.00
Total Revised Draft Budget: £270,043
Revised Council tax base 2619
Est Shortfall Precept Increase  Annual Amount Band D Precept total

£64k 0% 78.82 £206,430
£60k 2% 80.38 £210,524
£58k 3% 81.18 £212,622
£54k 5% 82.76 £216,751
£40k 10% 86.70 £227,067

Note savings may be required during the year or projects on hold
RESOLVED to propose 10% increase to the Precept to be approved in January.

Audley and Halmer End Allotments - To consider the rent increase for 2026/2027
MT left the room.
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RESOLVED to propose to increase the rent to £20 but freeze for 5 years — years 26/27
(1), 27/28 (2), 28/29 (3), 29/30 (4), 30/31 (5).

RESOLVED To request the rent for 25/26 at £17.50 per plot for Audley and Halmer End.
To set the date for the Allotment Committee meeting — suggested 20" March 2025 at
Audley Pensioners Hall at 6.30 pm to 7pm

RESOLVED to set the date as 20" March 2025.

MT returned to the room.

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

10.

To consider and agree the arrangements for the of bus subsidy from April 2025
RPI figure is 2.5% proposed to increase the annual contract price from £31,566.13 to
£32355 approx RESOLVED to approve.

Clerk

11.

Planning - To consider any planning applications received, including:-

1. 24/00869/FUL|Application for variation of condition 1 of planning permission
23/00503/FUL for the resiting of plot 1|[Land Adjacent 61 High Street Alsagers
Bank Stoke-On-Trent Staffordshire (Green Belt/Village Env, Delegated)

RESOLVED to support.

2. Remodelling of existing property to increase ridge height by 1.4m, altering roof
from hip to dual pitch and incorporating loft conversion with extensions to
front and rear and balcony provision over flat roof 25 Park Lane Audley Stoke-
On-Trent Staffordshire ST7 8HW Ref. No: 24/00808/FUL (Village Env/Delegated)

RESOLVED to support.

3. A steel portal frame agricultural building for storing farm machinery. Adderley
Green Farm Heighley Lane Knowle Bank Newcastle Under Lyme Staffordshire CW3
9BA Ref. No: 24/00807/AGR (Green Belt/Delegated)

RESOLVED to support.

FYI ONLY Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed

construction of a single storey rear extension to bungalow Colshaw 73 Chester

Road Audley Stoke-On-Trent Staffordshire ST7 8JF Ref. No: 24/00827/PLD (Village

Env/Delegated) APPROVED

12.

To consider Grant applications (£1700 remaining (T2)/£300 per application,
constituted parish groups

Halmer End Stute CIC — Fridge for Cafe £289— application attached Appendix B
RESOLVED to support for £289. Chest freezer and to suspend the policy.

Clerk

13.

To consider and agree the arrangement for the renewal of the Annual Maintenance
Contract for next year expires in March 2025 — Quotes for next agenda if not
available for this meeting (possible closed agenda item)

No quotes available for this meeting, but the Clerk stated that it was unknown at this
stage if Mr Hough would be looking to continue from April or not.

To consider using Northwich TC SLA for Lengthsman/Adhoc jobs — detail to follow
The clerk explained that other Parish Councils are now using larger Parish Councils which
have teams set up to provide environmental services in their Parish. Generally a list of
jobs required is compiled in advance and issued to the contractor who sends a man out to
do the work on a day rate. The Clerk is aware of others using Northwich TC and they
provide a good service, plus have the necessary Highways credentials to do work on the
highways plus also can install Christmas lights etc if required. The cost for an operator to
attend site is £195.00 for a day rate of 7.5 hours inc travel and breaks.

If the job requires 2 men to complete the work then there is an additional cost for a
supervisor  of £225.00. The  operator will attend with hand
tools/Mower/Strimmer/Blower/Jet Wash/Hedge cutters etc.

Clerk to speak to Darren Green regarding capacity at the borough council for ranger
services currently provided at Kidsgrove and to see if there could be availability for a shared
role.

Next
agenda

Clerk
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https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=SNYRGYBM06400
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https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SMUH9VBMI1J00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SMTXTIBMI1900&activeTab=summary
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https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SNAGA9BMI5H00&activeTab=summary
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14,

Playing Fields/Wildlife Areas/Car park/Assets inc:

1. To note Play Area Monthly Inspection for Dec (Appendix C) and approval of any action
required or taken under Delegated Authority — RESOLVED to note and agree the
actions on Play inspection report, repair to feeder pillar £390 Alsager Road, spare parts
for play equipment Halmer End Train £119 and Multi slide £188, Rileys quad bikes
accessing the site and it seems someone has broken the bollard and sign off the gate
— to be reinstated..

2. Leddys Field Support Group — Feedback — Mr | Rowley — No feedback.

3. Leddys Pond - To note pond improvement works (on hold) — No feedback

4. Leddys Field Phase 2 tree programme tendering update — Clerk to obtain prices for
next meeting if received in time.

5. To note the outcome of the tree surveys —Rileys Field — Quotes for next meeting - see
Appendix D —to follow — The survey outcome was circulated. It was noted that there
were no urgent works required, but a number of trees to be felled in the next 12 months.
Prices to be obtained for the next meeting.

Clerk

Next
meeting

Next
meeting

15.

Diglake Colliery Mining Disaster - 130th Anniversary Remembrance Weekend -
Invitation for all Parish Councillors to attend on the Sunday 19th January 2025
service at 10.30am which will be attended by the Mayor of Newcastle and Adam
Jogee MP — Names required in advance

The following representatives were nominated the Chair, MJ and IR to attend. All others
to let the Clerk know in advance.

ALL
Clerk

16.

Car parks :

1. Car Park Audley Methodist Church (est £70Kk) - £45k reserves plus £25k 24/25) — Lease
nearing completion, subject to party wall discussions with Tesco — awaiting comments
regarding specification detail provided and what is required this side of the lease being
signed. Lighting scheme now being designed to inform the planning application.

2. Bignall End Road lease progression (E15k 24/25) — update — No further update awaiting
Borough Council officers to send the Draft lease.

All to report the dangerous parking in the village to the police.

All

17.

NBC Tree planting scheme —revised scheme to be circulated- Appendix D1

It was noted that in the main the revised plan is acceptable however there were a few
guestions which need to be answered.

¢ Confirmation that the grass will continue to be cut and strimmed around the existing
trees and new trees proposed or will it be left?

o What are the plans for the maintenance of the existing trees in the green spaces
proposed, there are some which need attention so is there any plans to carry out
maintenance work before the new trees are planted to give the best opportunity for
the new trees to grow?

To copy in ClIr Hutchinson and the Borough Councillors in, and to bring the responses back
to the next meeting.

Next
agenda
Clerk

18.

Audley Bowling Club (Budget £2,5k committed)

1. Draft Lease of the Bowling Club (£2.1k estimated legal fees) — no further update.
RESOLVED to hold off until permanent positions are in place following the AGM in
May.

Clerk

19.

Standing item — CCTV /Police

To note any requests for footage from Police — December 2024 — 1 so far

To note the repair to the Feeder pillar via Delegated Authority £390 net — Noted.

To note further maintenance visit to get camera back online at Alsager Road plus to resolve
issues at Queen Street and Halmer End — quotes to be brought to next meeting,

To consider upgrading the CCTV camera in Church Street - £1.5k for reg recognition —
PCC funding to be sought for this.

Police and Crime Commissioner meeting Weds 22" January 2025 at 6.30pm.

Next
meeting

ALL
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20.

GDPR (standing item)
Data breaches/Subject Access requests/Information Security — reminder of responsibilities

21.

Correspondence and circulars -To review other items received not listed for next agenda

1. PCC Consultation on precept increase ends 12" January 2025 for the budget for
Staffordshire Police and Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/precept2526 - No further comments to make.

2. To note Branch Unplanned Closure, Bignall End Post Office, 30 Ravens Lane, Bignall
End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8PS, closing on Tuesday 28 January 2025 at 17:30 — more
info at www.runapostoffice.co.uk - Noted.

22.

Clerks Update — see Appendix E

The Clerk stated that the Bowman received the donation, and they were very grateful.
The Clerk reported that she had an eye test carried out and needed new VDU glasses
required for use at the PC. These were approved.

Annual Leave planned for Feb to be approved on next agenda

Clerk
Next
agenda

23.

Councillor Reports (for information only/further actions and decisions must be included
on next agenda)
AT — tree down blocking lines to be reported to the Borough Council.

AT

24.

Highways issues:

1. Wereton Road Pavements — complaints regarding poor state — response by 6 Jan 2025
— deadline extended to 20" January and site visit requested.

2. Miles Green (Heathcote Road/Station Road junction) — standing item — nothing further

3. Bignall Hill — flooding (Standing item) — Official Complaint plus other drain concerns —
response by 6 Jan 2025 - deadline extended to 20" January and site visit requested.

Hougher Wall Road to be included in the investigations regarding drainage.

Clerk

25.

Payments and Receipts

1. To approve payments/orders, receipts and transfers including noting payments made
by delegated authority — Appendix F

RG left the room. Additional payments approved and glasses approved for VDU use. RG

returned to the room.

2. To note the Budget update App G and approve the bank reconciliation statement App
H

The budget update was noted as follows:

Income to date £217,949.68

Budget Spend £253,640.00

Actual Spend to date £142,749.74

Remaining Spend £111,502.50 (includes Car park Audley and Bus Subsidy for this

year)

Total Expected Spend £254,252.24

Reserves: Cash in Bank £216k less expected spend £112k = £104k

£104k less earmarked reserves £52k = free reserves £52k plus VAT reclaim £20k - £72k

to be carried forward

26.

TO RESOLVE UNDER THE 1960 PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT)
TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF
THE MEETING TO BE DISCUSSED

None

Meeting closed at 20.30hrs
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Approved Payments December 2024

VVoucher
241
287

288
289
290
2901
292
293
294
295
296
297
298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

308

309
310
311

312
313
314

315
316

317
318
319

Name

Audley Brass Band

WM Riley & Sons
c/o Brookside Pet
Foods

Halmer End CIC
Potteries Waste
Parish Clerk/RFO
Parish Clerk/RFO
Parish Clerk/RFO
SCC Pensions
HMRC

EE

EE

02

Zoom via Clare
Withington

lonos via C
Withington

Buxus Green

PME Maintenance
Ltd

PME Maintenance
Ltd

PME Maintenance
Ltd

LITE

Eon Energy
Supplies

WM Riley & Sons
c/o Brookside Pet
Foods

WM Riley & Sons
c/o Brookside Pet
Foods

Audley Parish
Bowman

Moon Creative
Potteries Waste
Steve Hough

Steve Hough
Steve Hough
Steve Hough

Steve Hough
Steve Hough

Steve Hough
Steve Hough
Steve Hough

Description

Remembrance Day service

Timers for Xmas lights - Halmer End shop and Audley
Barbers

Halmer End CIC Room Hire 2024

Skip Halmer End allotments

Staff Salary inc Back pay for national pay award to April 24
Mileage

Standard office expenses

SCC Pension Costs

HMRC Tax and NI

EE Mobile costs Office Phone

EE mobile costs SIM cards Village CCTV
02 mobile costs Halmer End CCTV
Zoom monthly subs

NPlan website Monthly sub

Playing field maintenance Grass Cutting contract (15 cuts
a year) April to Oct
Xmas Lights - Bignall End Ravens Lane 6 x lamp posts

Xmas Lights - Church Street Nantwich Road, Shops,
Dentist, Church - plus 3 Trees Bignall End

Xmas Lights - Church Street Nantwich Road, Shops,
Dentist, Church - plus 3 Trees Bignall End

Warm White Icicles and extension lead - Barbers Bignall
End

Eon Xmas Lights Testing and structrual tests Church
Street and Nantwich Road

Material for Leddys Gate post

Material for Leddys Gate post

Donation for Bowman help Remembrance Day parade x 2

Website .gov.uk change over

Grit salt for bins

AM Contract - Cenotaphs, Grid Alsager Rd, Bins Queen
Street and Leddys inspec and grit bins

Car park Butchers Arms leaves and litter 08.11.24

ON 130 Low risk jobs play area annual inspection

ON 260 ASB Queens Street park clean up and tie down
wreaths x 2 and wire

ON 237 Wetpour repairs Bignall End Road play area

ON 262 Chains untangled Queen Street and Halmer End
and Podmore Cottages strimmed land next to

ON 253 Poppies and road closure notices - take down
ON 113 Leaves Bowling Club roof and gutters plus slabs
ON 244 Wetpour repairs Miles Green play area
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Amount

200.00
11.00

125.00
300.00
2,570.43
0.00
95.00
1,034.63
1,022.73
49.42
57.66
44.03
15.59

12.00
1,045.41
360.00
1,800.00
3,600.00
199.20
1,452.00

41.80

99.52

200.00

80.00
90.00
670.00

75.00
1,393.00
157.00

25.00
75.00

125.00
90.00
25.00
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320 Steve Hough ON 252 Zip wire repairs Queen street, siding Nantwich
Road tidy up, swing repair Miles Green
321 Steve Hough ON 258 Post and rail repair Alsager Road
322 Steve Hough ON 264 Xmas lights x 4 location - Audley Barbers, Bignall
End shop and PO, Halmer End Shop
323 Steve Hough ON 252 Damaged sign Megacre and refit
324 Steve Hough ON 257 Cleaning signs Alsager Rd, Bignall Hill and New
R, memorial plaque reinstate Hougher Wall
325 Steve Hough ON 259 Miles Green laurel hedge boundary reduce in
height
326 Steve Hough ON 256 Gate post and repair to fence - Leddys Field
327 Blachere Connection for Xmas lights icicles
llluminations UK
Ltd
328 St James Church St James Church Play group Grant
Play group
329 Parish Clerk/RFO  Gutter hooks Xmas lights Bignall End
330 Parish Clerk/RFO  Eye Test
Total
Receipts
23 09/12/2024  Bank Interest Dec 116.2
22 10/12/2024  CARA Donation towards Maintenance 3165
21 29/11/2024  Bank interest Nov 86.12

107

140.00

50.00
150.00

50.00
75.00

400.00
200.00
38.40
300.00
6.99

15.00
18,565.81
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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL — POLICE REPORT
19/12/2024 Audley Pensioners Hall, Church Street — 1900Hrs
Data 21/11/2024 to 19/12/2024 (Since last meeting)

Total incidents reported on the Audley area — 167 (Previous month was 358) although 79 of
the 167 were M6 motorway of A500 traffic related. So, in reality only 88 incidents reported to
Police on streets of Audley.

ASB Community - 0

ASB Personal -0

ASB Environmental — 0

Burglary Dwelling — 1

Upon investigation was not actually a Burglary, trade person had attended the wrong address.
Burglary Business / Commercial Property - O

Street Robbery - 0

Vehicle Crime — 4

Theft of Quad bike parked in garden — recovered elsewhere and suspect identified.

2 x separate incidents over a couple of days where nails have been left in the street causing
punctures to resident’s tyres — Hope Street, Bignall End.

No hot spots identified since last meeting other than Apedale Road and Apedale Country Park
— Quad bikes and motorcycles accessing the site. This is an issue throughout the County.
Several Operations have taken place involving fixed wing plane but motorcycles are difficult to
deal with — Target hardening needs to take place to restrict access to sites they are using.

Damage to CCTV column on Alsager Road Park also mattress fly tipped at the location.

Further Fly tipping incident reported on Blackbank Road — Logged by Police with Newcastle
Borough Council to clear up.

Fly tipping top of Bignall Hill has been cleared by borough council. Farmer has repositioned
gateway to make tipping at the location more difficult.

Tickets continue to be sent out in relation to parking on zig zag lines on Church Street.
Warning letters have been sent out to residents on Ravens Lane who are currently parking on
solid white line. This is to be followed up with enforcement by the Road Policing Unit as has
happened in Swan Bank, Madeley.

Incidents of Note -

Pear Tree Farm, Park Lane — Officers attended along with Staffordshire County Council
Trading Standards 28/11/24 where 18 cattle were seized and removed that had been fly
grazing for the last 2 years. This follows attendance at Doddlespool Farm where another 20
cattle were seized for welfare issues.

There have been several incidents around Halmerend where a rogue trader is visiting elderly
residents and telling them that roof or chimney needs urgent repairs. They agree a price and
will then ask for more money as they will state that they have found further work needed, when
in fact little to no work was required in the first place. Please can comms be put out in local
area, ideally through Parish Council website, Facebook or magazine that if a tradesman
comes knocking at your door advising that you need urgent repairs then please obtain a
second opinion from a reputable local builder.

Void property, Wereton Road. The empty property on Wereton Road subject fire damage has
recently become a focal point for ASB and criminal behaviour. We are advised that the
property was going to auction but has now been sold prior to this. No sighting of any persons
who previously had use of the address since sale.
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